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THIRD QUARTERLY REVIEW 2019

Dear Members
This review covers the activities and meetings of the society from June to September 2019.
The AGM notice has recently been distributed to all members and I would encourage those who
have not yet replied to attend as Dr Mike Bruton is coming from Cape Town as our guest speaker
and his talk will prove fascinating.
We would also encourage members to consider standing for the 2020 committee. New ideas are
welcomed and nomination forms will be available at the registration table at our next meeting on
8 October. Alternatively email Myra Boyes and a form will be sent to you.
Enjoy looking back on the past few months!
Best wishes
Sincerely
Angela St George
Chairman 2019
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SANS VISIT TO DURBAN HOLOCAUST AND GENOCIDE CENTRE EXHIBITION
On Wednesday 3 July a group from SANS enjoyed a guided tour of the centre and the
focus was on a temporary exhibition marking the 90th anniversary of Anne Frank’s
birth.
The exhibition entitled “The Promise” was about the family of Eva Schloss and it
included many paintings and artworks of Eva’s brother, Heinz.
Eva and her mother survived Auschwitz and returned to the house where Heinz and
her father had hidden. Here, under the floorboards, they discovered 30 works of art
done by Heinz.
Eva wrote about this exhibition “it portrays events that tore my family from our home
in Austria and filled the world with terror and suffering. It is also a remembrance of
my father’s wisdom and zest for life, my mother’s positive outlook and my brother’s
artistic gifts.”
Our tour guides, Maureen Chaminsky and Gugu, made this a memorable morning.
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JULY MEETING: DURBAN’S AFRO-INDIAN RACE RIOTS OF 1949
PROFESSOR GOOLAM VAHED
Professor Goolam Vahed’s talk gave an interesting insight into the horrific riots which
took place in Durban 70 years ago. Professor Vahed’s talk placed the riots into the
context of post-war life in Natal and he discussed the economic, political and social
causes which resulted in the tragic loss of life and destruction of homes in 1949.

Prof Goolam Vahed

1949 Riots Grey Street

GALA EVENING AT DLI DURBAN ON 2 AUGUST 2019
Report: Hugh Bland
An extremely well attended evening was hosted by DLI and SANS with the guest speaker being
Major General Duncan Capps who was on holiday in KZN.

The evening started off with a welcome by SANS president, Robert King.
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The Guests then moved to their seats accompanied by Piper Thomas Fuller.
After an address by Colonel Moe, chairman of the DLI headquarters board, and an introduction by
Graeme Fuller, the main talk was given by Major General Capps, who after 35 years of service was
able to give some insight into how the British Military has evolved with special reference to the
changing face of logistics required in different operational sectors.
Of particular interest were the challenges of logistics in Afghanistan.
A vote of thanks was given by Ian Smith and this was followed by a performance by the Durban
Caledonian Society Pipe Band.
A big thank you is extended to the DLI Management and Staff for their support for this event.

Major General Capps, Angela St George and Dr
Graeme Fuller

Durban Caledonian Society Pipe Band

SEPTEMBER MEETING: TALK BY DR JUSTINE WINTJES AND BURSARY PRESENTATION
The September meeting took place at Muckleneuk the historic home of Killie Campbell. September
marks the anniversary of the death of Killie Campbell thus Muckleneuk was a fitting venue for the
memorial lecture and presentation of the 2019 Killie Campbell Bursary Award.
The recipient of the bursary this year is Paul Maluleka who is currently reading for his PhD in
History Education at the University of the Witwatersrand.
Recently Paul was awarded his Master’s Degree in
History Education with distinction. His master’s
thesis explored how educators in particular, came
to interpret and construct and represent images
of Shaka given the multiple imaginings that exist.
The research focus for his PhD is how South Africa
can decolonise and Africanise its school history
curriculum. We wish Mr Maluleka well with his
studies and look forward to his coming to address
SANS in the future.
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Dr Justine Wintjes is an art historian and archaeologist who is now curator of Human Sciences at
KZN Museum. Her address focused on the Frobenius archive in the southern Africa landscape. The
lecture was brilliantly illustrated by slides of a partially collapsed rock art shelter in the Drakensberg
and we were fascinated by the significant findings made in a forgotten village at the foot of Great
Zimbabwe hill. Much of Justine’s research was undertaken at the Frobenius Institute in Germany .

Dr Justine Wintjes

Muckleneuk

NEW BOOK ON THE LIFE AND TIMES OF DICK KING
Infant Natal was a tough and perilous place. Dense bush surrounded the Bay and wild animals
roamed the countryside: elephant and lion were common; crocodiles and hippo were a constant
danger. The terrain called for strong characters who could fend for themselves and survive the
many pitfalls. Dick King was one such person. His adventures and escapades were legion and
legendary. It was he, who set off from the Fort in Durban, to seek assistance from the British
Garrison in far-off Grahamstown for the British soldiers besieged by the Boers. For the first part of
his 600-mile ride, he was accompanied by his stalwart companion, Ndongeni ka Xoki, whose role in
this exploit has often been underestimated. Dick King’s modest nature precluded him from talking
about his life and it was left to others to chronicle his story. The author has attempted to piece
together the strands from various secondary sources, newspaper cuttings, family history and
archival research, and to place them in the context of the Natal of Dick King’s time. One of her
primary aims has been to let those involved speak for themselves. Dick King’s extraordinary
achievements are complemented by the life and pioneering spirit of his eldest son, Richard Philip
Henry, who lived a fascinating life, mainly in the Transvaal. Men of this calibre form part of both
South Africa’s history and mythology.
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Jacqueline Kalley has a special interest in their lives as Dick King was her maternal great-greatgrandfather, and his son lived the last two years of his 94-year-old life in her family home in
Pietermaritzburg. Jacqueline Kalley has her PhD in Information Studies and for many years was
Librarian at the South African Institute of International Affairs. Librarianship has given way to
writing and publishing and she is the CEO of Otterley Press.

Pre-publication orders are now available. Email Jackie for further information jackie@otterley.com
The book is scheduled for publication in early December 2019.

HISTORY IN MEMORIALS
As part of Heritage Month, the South African National Society posted a Face Book challenge to
members to photograph memorials and statues in Durban. Myra Boyes took pictures of some
heritage sites around the city. In collaboration with journalist Tanya Waterworth, the following
photographs and article were published in the “Independent on Saturday” on the 19th September
2019.
The full text of the article is available online at the following location:
https://www.iol.co.za/ios/behindthenews/for-heritage-month-a-history-of-durbans-memorials32923941
Most of the memorials are well preserved but there are some concerns regarding vandalism and
neglect at some of the following locations:
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The Dick King Statue on Margaret Mncadi Avenue
(Victoria Embankment) minus the metal reins
which are presumed to have been stolen

The Diaz Memorial on Margaret Mncadi Avenue
next to the Maritime Museum

Zulu King Dinuzulu kaCetshwayo – beautiful
plaques depicting his history – two missing about
the unveiling, but none of the beautiful bronzes

Louis Botha - both statues face each other in King
Dinuzulu Park. No plaque with history of Botha’s
achievements on this statue. Maybe something
for SANS to think about in the future?

Litter-strewn Jacobs Concentration Camp
memorial on Voortrekker Rd, Bluff – a very sad
reflection on the suffering that took place here

The Mendi memorial on Margaret Mncadi Avenue
next to the Maritime Museum was unfortunately
overrun with litter
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