
Christopher Joseph Cato – worked on the street plan for central Durban. Stone for 

hardening Berea Road and bricks for the new homes on the Berea came from his farm 

Brickfield. He served as Port Captain, was a major in the Durban Volunteer Guard and was 

the first Commodore of the Yacht Club. 

James Scott Wylie – one of the founders of the firm Shepstone and Wylie, he studied law 

at Glasgow University and emigrated to Natal in 1887. He served in the Supreme Court of 

the Colony of Natal and was elected to the Natal Legislative Assembly until 1901. He was a 

volunteer, served in the Natal Royal Rifles and fought in the 1899 Boer War. After the 

siege of Ladysmith the NRL withdrew to Escourt. From there they made reconnaissance 

trips by armoured train and was wounded on the same trip where Winston Churchill was 

captured. He escaped and went on to command the DLI during the Bambata Rebellion. He 

accepted the surrender of Chief Sigananda. After war was declared in 1914 he served in 

South West Africa. 
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As more land became available on the Berea, many of Durban’s businessmen made their 

homes there. A journey down to St Paul’s Church which was adjacent to Market Square 

was a considerable undertaking, so the need for a church on the Berea became urgent. 

The original St Thomas’ Church was erected on land donated to the Anglican Church by 

Christopher Cato. The church was consecrated by the Lord Bishop of Cape Town, Robert 

Gray on Tuesday the 28th June 1864. It has long been assumed that the church occupied 

the site of Captain Gardiner’s Berea Mission however this was disputed in 1942 when 

application to declare such was made to the Historical Monuments Council. 

http://www.sanationalsociety.co.za/


 

Richard Vause arrived in Natal in 1852 

and spent his first five years in Colenso 

before settling in Durban. With an 

associate he purchased the Natal 

Mercury and was at one time President 

of the Press Association of South Africa. 

He was very active in commercial and 

civic affairs and from 1870 served for 16 

years on the Town Council during which 

time he was elected mayor five times. 

Julia Gardiner Died 11/5/1837 

Daughter of Captain Allen Gardiner who 

died aboard the vessel Skerne was 

buried on the site of the Berea Mission 

on May 26th 1837. Since it is not possible 

to locate the actual site of the Mission 

her actual grave is not known. A 

memorial tablet was set up in the 

cemetery unfortunately the date on the 

stone is wrong as is the spelling of her 

name! 

 

William Hartley was a very successful 

entrepreneur who arrived in Durban 

with the equivalent of R200 quilted into 

his wife’s corset, ten years later he 

owned his own bank with a capital of 

R120,000. An American vessel the 

Ariosto carrying a cargo of peppercorns 

from Sumatra was wrecked on the Back 

Beach. Hartley bought the cargo, dried 

the peppercorns and shipped them to 

Britain making a handsome profit - this 

was the basis of his fortune. He was 

elected a Town Councillor in 1857 and 

became Mayor 2 years later. 

Edward Innes 

In 1881Innes was appointed Resident 

Engineer of Durban. He carried out a 

survey of the mangrove swamps and 

submitted a plan which resulted in the 

building of the North and South Piers in 

Durban harbour. He died of a fever at 

the age of 36, never seeing the 

completion of his work. 

 

Julius William Keit was a Dresden 

trained horticulturalist. In 1850 he was 

employed by the Natal Agricultural and 

Horticultural Society as the first curator 

of the Durban Botanic Gardens. In 1881 

he left the service and became curator 

of Durban Municipal Gardens. He is 

credited as responsible for the Albert 

and Victoria Parks, establishing coconut 

palms on the Esplanade and laying out 

the gardens around the Town Hall. 

Henry William Currie 

Currie emigrated from Kent, England in 

1848. Ten years later he advertised his 

services in the Natal Mercury as 

“Engineer, Machinist and Brass 

Founder”. One Durban’s most serious 

problems was lack of water. In 1879 

Currie sunk an artesian well at the foot 

of Berea Ridge (Curries Fountain) from 

there pipes carried 28,000 litres of 

water per day to pumps in the town.  

 

George Russell emigrated with his 

family from Kent, England and they 

were passengers on the Byrne vessel 

Minerva that was wrecked on the Bluff 

Rocks in 1850. They lost everything in 

the wreck and George turned his hand 

to many trades before finally becoming 

Durban’s first Station Agent, selling the 

first tickets and signalling the first train 

journey in South Africa.  

William Acutt 

Between 1850 and 1872 thirty seven 

members of the Acutt family left 

England to settle in Natal. William was 

the first to arrive on the Byrne ship 

Edward in May 1850. He joined a firm of 

general merchants and later founded a 

shipping agency. He became a co-owner 

of a sugar estate at Umlaas and made 

his fortune in the transport business 

after gold was discovered in the district 

of Barberton. 


