
 

In Days that Were 

The Great War And Beyond 

Set against the background of the campaigns for political independence and land reform in Ireland, ‘In 

Days that Were’ records the experiences of over one-hundred individuals from around the world in the 

Great War. They primarily served in the British Imperial, Australian, New Zealand, and South African 

forces, and in various voluntary organisations such as the Red Cross. Many were decorated for their 

endeavours, while eighteen lost their lives in service, and two more lost their lives as a result of German 

U-boat attacks. The common connection of all is that they were descendants, or spouses of descendants, 

of Dean Dudley Persse (1625-99), a Church of Ireland clergyman who settled in Co. Galway in 1677. 

The book’s title is provided by one of seven unpublished poems (included in the book) of Capt Dudley 

Eyre Persse, who was killed in 1915, aged 22.  

 While this publication provides much information for the family historian, the focus is very 

much on military matters, which are set against the political situation obtaining at the outbreak of the 

war in a number of countries. Particular attention is paid to the pre-war and post-war situation in Ireland, 

and a number of persons recorded in the book also played a role in Irish affairs before, during, and after 

the Great War.  

 The book’s sub-title reflects the fact that the military history records in the book extend from 

the Crimean War to World War Two. These records are supported by extensive notes which record 

various military appointments and decorations. Within the text there are reports of many military actions 

on land, sea, and in the air, which are drawn from various publications, official reports, personnel 

records, letters, and diaries - they contain details of many acts of bravery and self-sacrifice. 

 Published in hardback, this 328-page book has 84 images, 9 ancestry charts, eight maps; 

extensive notes and a comprehensive index. 

 


