
 

 

OCTOBER 2017 NEWSLETTER 
 

CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER 
 

Another year has almost passed and our A.G.M. is almost upon us. It is the time of year when members have 
the opportunity to decide who they would like to have, running our Society’s affairs.  We do need fresh blood 
so please consider offering your services to stand on the Committee. 
It was with sadness that I read on 18th October that one of our members, Bill Chalmers had passed away.  Our 
thoughts are with his close friend, Rosemary Turner and his family. 
I recently received an email from Paul Raw to which he attached a letter which he has sent to Ros Devereux at 
Amafa regarding the state of Escombe railway station.  I have reproduced his letter verbatim below.  The 
deplorable state in which the station is at present is a disgrace and is of course typical of the complete lack of 
managerial skills displayed by the present Government from the State President downwards. 

 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

Date:  4 November 2017 
Time:  14h00 (2 p.m.) sharp!  Please ensure that you arrive at least 15 minutes before this time to allow 
for the collection of meeting fees &/or Subs. 
Venue:  High School Staff Lounge, Thomas More College, Sykes Road, Kloof. 
The following Committee positions must be filled and alongside each are the names of those for which 
nominations have been received, (Hugh Glen is not available for re-election and Milly has offered her services in 
the Membership officer post) however more nominations for any of these posts are welcome: 
 
Chairman   Adrian Rowe 
Secretary   Marie Gurr 
Treasurer   Tony Livingstone 
Membership Officer  Milly Rowe 
Events co-ordinator  Jenny Sessions 
Publicity   Allan Chandler 
 
If there are any members who would like to stand for election on the Committee, please contact the secretary, 
Marie Gurr on 031-7053122 to discuss in what capacity you would be prepared to assist. 
 
Those of you who receive this Newsletter by email will find a copy of the Agenda and the Minutes of the 2016 
AGM attached.  Please print them and bring them with you to the AGM as there will only be a limited supply of 
printed copies available at the meeting for those who receive their Newsletter by post. Financial accounts for 
the 2016-2017 year will be available at the AGM. 

 

 HIGHWAY HERITAGE SOCIETY 

 P.O. Box 1295  

3640 KLOOF 
Tel/Fax 031 7644721 
roweam@telkomsa.net 



TALK AND SLIDE PRESENTATION ON 4 NOVEMBER 2017 
 

Subject: “Selling the Great War – European Propaganda: 1914 – 1918” 
Speaker: Prof. Franco Fescura.   
Date & time: Saturday 4 November 2017 at 14h30 (2.30 p.m.) immediately after the AGM.  Visitors will 
regrettably have to bear with us during the business of the AGM before the talk and slide presentation. 
Venue:   High School Staff Lounge, Thomas More College, Sykes Road, KLOOF. (directions may be 
obtained from Marie) 
Meeting Fees: Members Free; Visitors R20; which, as usual, includes refreshments and eats.  (N.B. No change 
will be given for R100 & R200 notes!) 
If you know of any friends who may be interested in joining us, please invite them to come along. 
R.S.V.P. to Marie Gurr on 031-7053122 (or marinev.gurr@gmail.com) by 20h00 on Thursday 3 October 2016, to 
facilitate catering.  Booking is essential as we will only put out seats for those who have given us their names.  
If you do book and are unable to attend, please let us know in good time as otherwise you may be requested to 
pay, to cover the Society costs (catering, venue & speaker honorarium). 

 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
 

Please remember that Subs are due w.e.f. 1 November.  You can also make a direct deposit into the Highway 
Heritage Society ABSA 32 day Call account No. 91 2843 5403. PLEASE IDENTIFY YOURSELF ON THE DEPOSIT 
SLIP SO THAT THE DEPOSIT CAN BE CREDITED TO THE CORRECT PERSON! 
If you decide not to renew your membership it would be appreciated if you would notify the Society. 
Your Committee has recommended that the Subs remain at R30 per annum per person/couple. 

 
CHANGE OF PERSONAL PARTICULARS 

 
If you move or change any of your contact details, please let us know.  You may contact us at the above address 
or email Hugh Glen at hfglen@gmail.com or phone him on 031 7621403.  If you receive your Newsletter by post 
and have an email address please inform us, as this helps to keep our costs contained. 

 

REPORT-BACK FROM OUR LAST MEETING 

 

On 30 September we were entertained by Prof. Donal McCracken with his very interesting talk entitled Nellie 
the elephant and other Durban animals of History.  Apart from Nellie and the other residents in the Mitchell 
Park zoo, which was under the control of the local policeman, Sgt. Stanley Apps, we were told about the wild 
animals which roamed the Berea and bush areas close to the small town of D’Urban in the early years after its 
founding.  Interestingly several of our members, including my wife, Milly, remember riding on Nellie. 
 

 
Passengers climbing aboard for a 3d. ride on Nellie at Mitchell Park 
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The letter reproduced hereunder has been sent to Amafa, the Heritage watchdog in KwaZulu-Natal about the 

deplorable state of Escombe Railway Station, a Heritage structures.  It appears that the operator on this line, 

PRASA is completely dis-interested in complying with the requirement of the property owner, Transnet.  The 

reference to “soap box siding” was because in the days before the platform was built, when a train was due to 

arrive a servant would meet the train with a box to assist their employer alight or board. 

 

“ESCOMBE RAILWAY STATION 
 
Dear Ros 
 
Recently I visited the old Escombe Railway station Queensburgh, built in 1904, with the purpose of taking 
photographs for inclusion in an article on Queensburgh Rail transport and Railway Stations that I will be 
submitting  to the Queensburgh News. Unique Queensburgh Stories. 
On entering the station complex I was stunned to observe the derelict and neglected state of this historic 
building which is in full view of the hundreds of rail commuters that traverse this line daily.                                                                                           
Structurally the building appears to be sound, but in dire need of restoration, and has been the target of 
deplorable ugly graffiti applied all over the corrugated iron wall cladding.                
The building has been in existence for 113 years, which by its age of existence is protected in terms of heritage 
legislation and fulfills the criteria of heritage legislation of the KwaZulu Natal Heritage Act (Act 4 of 2008).    
Transnet/PRASA -Metro Rail Heritage are required in terms of the National Heritage Resources Act No. 25 of 
1999 to conserve or improve any heritage building structure which might also necessitate constructing a fence 
around the building to prevent vandalism..  
The owners need to be made aware of the historic importance of this irreplaceable and precious old building 
and to restore it to its original state before it is totally lost to future generations.   
Every generation has a moral responsibility to act as a trustee of its National/Provincial Heritage for succeeding 
generations and the State has an obligation to manage heritage resources in the interest of all South Africans. 
I now call upon Amafa / Heritage KwaZulu Natali which has been charged to administer heritage matters on 
behalf of the Provincial Government to take the necessary steps to restore this historical landmark to its original 
state.  
Kind Regards 
Paul Raw                                                                                                                                                                                                
20 Netley Place, Escombe” 
 

 



Escombe Railway Station (12km - 218m above sea level built in 1904 was formally known as Bowkers Halt 
[officially called Barkers] or referred to as "soap box siding" and is situated alongside Main Road opposite a 
number of shops including Morrisons, which has stood the test of time. The original wood and corrugated iron 
ticket and goods office which still exists after 113 years, is regrettably now sadly neglected and in dire need of 
restoration and is now surrounded by the new  Police building and other facilities. 
     
A response has been received from Amafa in which Ros has informed Paul: 
“Transnet owns the building but all stations used by PRASA are now required to be maintained by PRASA.  
Amafa deals with owners of the properties on which heritage sites stand but in this case, ... we are referred to 
the tenant department which passes the buck back to the “owner”.  In this way we are given the run-around.” 
She continues: 
“However, the relevant PRASA staff (if they are still there that is) are aware that the site has been identified for 
listing as a heritage site as part of the Queensburgh list of important structures.  They are also aware that it falls 
under the general protection of structures over 60 years of age. 
PRASA’s predecessor METRORAIL decided to build additional ticket offices because Transnet still owned the 
station buildings which had been neglected and Metrorail did not wish to inherit the maintenance costs.  This 
problem seems to have been resolved between the parties and there is a move back into the original station 
buildings but PRASA is left with a huge maintenance backlog.  The Parastatal is also struggling with 
mismanagement as highlighted in recent media articles. 
At this stage Amafa is satisfied that PRASA is aware of the problem and will deal with it in time.  A nudge from 
concerned members of the community may push the Escombe Station up the maintenance priority list.” 
 
Paul has responded: 
“I would urge Amafa to follow the route under section 45 of the National Heritage Resources Act, Act 25 of 
1999 and serve the owner an order to repair or maintain the building to prevent any further deterioration and 
vandalism in the condition. Upon failure of the owner to comply with the terms of the order within the 
specified time section 45 (2) would apply.” 
 
I would urge members of Highway Heritage Society to use whatever contacts they have to inform 
Transnet/PRASA that their attitude towards our heritage buildings is not acceptable and it is time that they did 
the jobs that are expected of them. 
In due course I will have a photograph of the condition of the station as it is at present. 

 
 
We look forward to seeing you at our meeting on 4 November 2016.  PLEASE remember to book early! 


