
 

 

AUGUST 2017 NEWSLETTER 
 

CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER 
 

It has been difficult compiling this Newsletter as Milly & I have started the re-location to our new home and all 
my reference material is packed, so please accept my apologies for having to use whatever material could easily 
be found.  My thanks to Robin Lamplough for providing the article below, at short notice.  After 38 years in our 
present property there has been a lot of packing to do and also a lot of things have had to be discarded, but 
hopefully everything will have been moved by 22nd of August. 
Those of you who joined Pietermaritzburg Heritage Society & SANS members on our outing to Nagle Dam, will, I 
am sure, agree that we had a very enjoyable day.  The interesting talk given by Simon Haw and the beautiful 
weather and scenery helped to add to the pleasure experienced by all. 
You will be pleased to hear that at long last after 18 months of trying, we have finally completed the change of 
signatories on our bank account with ABSA.  We await response from SARS with regard to our registration as a 
Public Benefit Organization (PBO).  The wheels however turn extremely slowly!  As our income is minimal there 
is no tax liability. 
 

TALK AND SLIDE PRESENTATION ON 19 AUGUST 2017 
 

Subject: The Crane Foundation.  An audio visual story about the fight to save one of our dwindling 
wildlife populations in Kwazulu Natal.  As you may know, the Blue Crane is the national bird of 
South Africa. 

Speakers: presented by Daniel Dolpire & Jon Bates  
Date & time: Saturday 19 August 2017 at 14h00 (2.00 p.m.).  Please ensure that you arrive at least 15 minutes 
before this time in case you have to sign-in at the gate and for the collection of meeting fees. 
Venue:   High School Staff Lounge, Thomas More College, Sykes Road, KLOOF. (directions, if needed, may 
be obtained from Marie) 
Meeting Fees: Members R15; Visitors R20; which, as usual, includes refreshments and eats.  (N.B. Please try to 
bring the correct money as no change will be given for R100 & R200 notes!) 
If you know of any friends who may be interested in joining our Society, please invite them to come along. 
R.S.V.P. to Marie Gurr on 031-7053122 (or marinev.gurr@gmail.com) by 18h00 on Thursday 17 August 2017, to 
facilitate catering.  Booking is essential as we will only put out seats for those who have given us their names.  
If you do book and are unable to attend, please let us know in good time as otherwise you may be requested to 
pay, to cover the Society costs (catering, venue & speaker honorarium). 

 

CHANGE OF PERSONAL PARTICULARS 
 
If you move or change any of your contact details, please let us know.  You may contact us at the above address 
or email Hugh Glen at hfglen@gmail.com or phone him on 031 7621403.  If you receive your Newsletter by post 
and have an email address please inform us, as this helps to keep our costs contained. 

 

 

 HIGHWAY HERITAGE SOCIETY 

 P.O. Box 1295  

3640 KLOOF 
Tel/Fax 031 7644721 
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REPORT-BACK FROM OUR LAST MEETING 
 

Nagle Dam was completed in 1950 to supply water to the greater Durban area. 
 

 
Simon Haw addressing the assembled members of PMB Heritage Society, SANS & Highway Heritage Society 

 
Our very pleasant lunch spot next to Nagle Dam under the shade of the many trees. 



 
IN SERVICE OF THE QUEEN 

Three Sons of Pinetown 
 

We sometimes miss the career opportunities provided by 19th century imperial service.  This is well illustrated 
by the stories of three young men who grew up in Pinetown. 
 
Henry Harford’s father farmed at Stapleton Grove on the Umbilo River.  He joined the British army and served 
in various parts of the empire before coming back to South Africa during the Zulu War and later on garrison 
duty at the Cape.  His memoirs were published in South Africa in the 20th century. 
 
Thomas Murray, son of Pinetown’s founder, went farming in the Natal midlands and was able to raise a 
mounted infantry unit, Murray’s Horse, in the Anglo-Boer War. For his services to General Buller he was 
knighted and, later in the war, became the director of the Boer concentration camps in Natal.  He went on to 
become a founder of the Natal Rugby Union, donating the Murray Cup, which is still competed for in the 
province. 
 
Johann Colenbrander’s father tried to start an indigo factory on the Umbilo.  Johan joined a mounted infantry 
unit on the north coast and later found employment with Cecil Rhodes in the occupation of Mashonaland.  He 
led a mounted unit known as Colenbrander’s Boys in the subsequent conflict in what wou ld become Rhodesia.  
He was drowned in 1918, during the filming of an early South African movie on the Zulu War. 
 
Ironically, Colenbrander is the only one of the three commemorated in Pinetown.  Colenbrander Park, now a 
litter-strewn stretch of grass off Glenugie Road, was formally opened in the 1960s, recalling his reputation as a 
fearless frontiersman at a time when majority rule was unthinkable. 
 
Written & supplied by Robin Lamplough 

 
In the vein of what Robin has written above, another well known personality in the western district of Durban 
was William Cowie.  He was married in the Cape to the daughter of Andries Marthinus Laas, the owner of Salt 
River Farm on which Pine Town was built.  On 11 July 1844 he purchased the farm “Tavel Kop” (which later 
became “Richmond Farm”) for an amount of £225, and, on which today, stands Kloof.   Below is an extract from 
the Supplement to the Natal Star, dated 12th November 1856: 
 

MEMORIAL OF WILLIAM COWIE 
A Natal Pioneer 

 
Our obituary this week contains an announcement of the death of William Cowie, and we are assured by those 
who knew him well, that a braver man, a more loyal subject, and a better shot, Natal has not known.  We are 
glad to present to our readers a few notices of facts and circumstances connected with his life and the first 
settlement of Natal, which have been kindly furnished by an intimate acquaintance of the deceased and which 
we doubt not, will be read with great interest. 
 
As it is impossible for my pen to do justice to my friend’s memory, I shall only trouble you with a few facts and 
traits of his character, to place on record, of one whose name shall never be forgot while the hill on the road to 
Pine Town bears the name.  William Cowie came to this colony about the year 1837 with the emigrant Boers, 
and having married into one of their families, took up his residence at the laager near the Umlazi drift, and 
occupied himself as an agriculturist, bestowing great care on some of the first banana plants introduced into 
Natal, from which many parties afterwards supplied themselves. 
 
He was on most, if not all, the great commandos against the Zulus; and after the treacherous murder of Retief 
and his party, when all trembled at the name of Dingaan,- a person was required to go to that despot’s  kraal to 



try to make arrangements for peace, William Cowie stepped forward and volunteered for the task.  Many 
thought him mad – but go he did and executed his task with ability, and to the satisfaction of the powers then 
existing.  He then moved to his father-in-law’s farm, now PineTown, and built his house near the present  Indigo 
factory of Mr. Munro, until the arrival of H.M. troops in 1842, when his loyalty was put to a severe test, but that 
germ in every true British breast of which we are so proud, shone forth in the character of William Cowie under 
the trial. 
 
The writer saw him put to a severe cross examination before the great Pretorius and an armed party of Boers, 
to find out about the whereabouts of the troops when within a few days of their arrival at Durban, and 
although he had at the time a letter in his pocket from the Commander of the forces , with full knowledge of 
their march, his interrogators could get nothing satisfactory from him. 
 
After the arrival of the troops and the collision took place between and the Boers, the latter hunted him like a 
dog.  For days and nights he hid himself in and about the hill bearing his name.  One party of his hunters came 
upon his house suddenly one day, when he had crept in for food, and he had only time to step into his bedroom 
and sit down on his bed with his gun lying beside him, with a determination to sell his life dearly.  His wife, 
however, succeeded in cajoling the party and throwing them off the scent, at the same time supplying them 
with coffee and other refreshments. 
 
When the British camp was surrounded and the supplies cut off, he contrived to creep in at night to see if he 
could not render the brave Captain Smith any assistance, and could have remained in the camp had he so 
wished; he however, departed to try and convey to them food in which he succeeded to a small extent.  From 
his hiding place on Cowie’s Hill he saw the “Southampton” coming up under full sail, which he afterwards 
enthusiastically described like unto a large mountain, etc. 
 
Reader, you no doubt will ask what reward Cowie got from Government for all his loyalty and self denial.  
Nothing, literally nothing - while parties most active in the rebellion got 3,000 acre farms.  He received as usual 
many official promises, not one of which was ever realized, and after waiting like some of Dickens’s clients in 
the Court of  chancery, until his hopes were dead within him, and his little means expended, he went to the 
Zulu country as an elephant hunter, and by exposure contracted the fever on his last trip in 1849, from the 
effects of which he never properly recovered. 
 
William Cowie was a great observer of events, and took notes of all that passed, which would be valuable if 
they could be obtained from the family.  He was looked up to as an oracle by those around him, and will be long 
and affectionately remembered by all who knew him. 
 
Source: Local History Museum Collection, Durban. 
 

We look forward to seeing you at our Meeting on 19 August 2017.  PLEASE remember to book early! 
 


