
 

 

APRIL 2017 NEWSLETTER 
 

CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER 
 

My sincere apologies for the lateness in sending out this Newsletter but unfortunately my computer crashed in 
the middle of last week.  My thanks to Jenny Sessions for sending out a message, to those of you on email, to 
warn you of the upcoming talk on 6th May. 
Autumn has arrived and the nights are now quite cool making it much easier to sleep. 
At our last meeting in January several people, who had booked, failed to arrive, resulting in us having food left 
over.  I would like to remind you, that if you are unable to arrive, to please let us know in good time, as 
otherwise we may have to charge you for the costs which we incur. 
Please diarize that we will be joining Pietermaritzburg Heritage Society and SANS for a joint outing to Nagle 
Dam on 24th June, which will probably incorporate a picnic lunch or tea, at which Simon Haw will tell us about 
the history of this large dam.  You will be given more information nearer the time. 
A number of our members joined SANS on their outing to the Durban Botanical Gardens earlier in April, where 
the very knowledgeable Dr Hugh Glen took us around to visit a number of the trees which are over 100 years 
old.  He also took time to tell us a little about the history of the Gardens, which are the oldest Botanic Gardens 
in Africa.  An outing which was enjoyed by all.  Thank you Hugh. 
We hope to see you at what will be a very interesting presentation by Barbara Martin on 6th May.  You may 
remember reading about the Lady in White in our October 2016 Newsletter. 
 

TALK AND SLIDE PRESENTATION ON 6 MAY 2017 
 

Subject: “Perla Siedle Gibson - The Lady in White”. 
Speaker: Barbara Martin (born Siedle).   
Date & time: Saturday 6 May 2017 at 14h00 (2.00 p.m.).  Please ensure that you arrive at least 15 minutes 
before this time in case you have to sign-in at the gate and for the collection of meeting fees. 
Venue:   High School Staff Lounge, Thomas More College, Sykes Road, KLOOF. (directions, if needed, may 
be obtained from Marie) 
Meeting Fees: Members R15; Visitors R20; which, as usual, includes refreshments and eats.  (N.B. Please try to 
bring the correct money as no change will be given for R100 & R200 notes!) 
If you know of any friends who may be interested in joining our Society, please invite them to come along. 
R.S.V.P. to Marie Gurr on 031-7053122 (or marinev.gurr@gmail.com) by 18h00 on Thursday 4 May 2017, to 
facilitate catering.  Booking is essential as we will only put out seats for those who have given us their names.  
If you do book and are unable to attend, please let us know in good time as otherwise you may be requested to 
pay, to cover the Society costs (catering, venue & speaker honorarium). 

 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
 

Some subscriptions are still outstanding and some of you will find a slip attached (or receive an email) 
requesting that you pay forthwith.  If subs have not been received by 6 May, in terms of the Constitution, you 
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are liable to be removed from our database. 
If it has slipped your mind, please send the Treasurer your R 30-00 as soon as you can, or pay at the upcoming 
meeting.  You can also make a direct deposit into our ABSA 32 day Call account No. 91 2843 5403 (Pinetown 
branch). PLEASE IDENTIFY YOURSELF ON THE DEPOSIT SLIP, so that it can be credited to the correct person! 
  

CHANGE OF PERSONAL PARTICULARS 
 
If you move or change any of your contact details, please let us know.  You may contact us at the above address 
or email Hugh Glen at hfglen@gmail.com or phone him on 031 7621403.  If you receive your Newsletter by post 
and have an email address please inform us, as this helps to keep our costs contained. 

 

REPORT-BACK FROM OUR LAST MEETING 
 

Audiovisual presentation by Dr Estelle Liebenberg-Barkhuizen 

Saturday, 11 February 2017 at Thomas More College 
Estelle gave us a very interesting presentation about the history of photographic media since 1839 and how to 
protect ones photographs against damage.  In this day and age it is advisable to scan ones photographs to 
reduce the amount of handling of the original photograph. 
Unfortunately people at the back of the hall had difficulty in hearing Estelle’s rather soft voice which was 
disappointing for them.  As a result of this, your committee has taken a decision to invest in a speaker system 
and microphone which will hopefully solve the problem in the future. 

 
INVESTIGATIVE HISTORY RESEARCH 

KRANTZ KLOOF HOTEL 
Written & researched by Adrian M Rowe 

 
In May 2016 I received an email from one of our members, Margaret Oliver, which read as follows: 
“There are a couple of queries on a family history site that I use and immediately thought that you would have 
the answers with all your knowledge of Kloof history. 
 Where was the Kloof Hotel in 1912 and can it be confirmed that Robert Johnston owned it until 1933. 
Was this the hotel that became Field’s Hotel ? 
 Jeff Slingsby -Smith is said to have owned and run the Kloof Hotel around 1960 – 1975. Again was this the hotel 
that became Fields. 
And lastly, do you have any information on Slingsby-Smith. A grandson is looking for photos, date of death and 
any other details.” 
 
My reply to Margaret read: 
“Regrettably I have little information with which I can assist you.  Firstly where did you obtain the info relating 
to “Kloof Hotel” in 1912 and who was Robert Johnston? 
In the Braby’s Natal Directory of 1915 & 1916 there is no mention of any Johnston or of Kloof Hotel.  In the 1922 
edition there is a Krantzkloof Hotel under the proprietorship of Randolph G Goodwin who was there until at 
least 1940. 
The name of Krantzkloof was changed to Kloof in 1922 and by 1928 the hotel was known as Kloof Private Hotel, 
phone no. 206, which I suspect would have been un-licenced. 
The first reference I can find of a Johnston (there were similar names but with different spellings earlier) in 
Kloof is in the 1941 directory but his initials were A A (Albert Archibald) who married Esme Beryl Noel whose 
parents were storekeepers in Kloof. 
I have no idea where the hotel was located as no address is given, but it definitely was not what became Field’s 
Hotel, which was only opened after 1925. 
I only have directories up to 1960 when a Mrs Ledward was the proprietor of the Kloof Private Hotel.  I am 
therefore unable to comment regarding Jeff Slingsby-Smith.  I will, however make enquiries from one of my 
contacts who has lived here for a long time, and will come back to you in due course. 
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I don’t recollect seeing anything at the Kloof Library relating to any of the above.  It is possible that there may 
be some record at the Pinetown Museum, but whether it can be found is another matter. 
If you have access to any more info relating to the hotel I would appreciate receiving it.” 
 
Margaret responded: 
“Many thanks for replying to my queries on the Kloof Hotel and the possible owners. 
 I have spent the last week looking for more information and have come to the conclusion that each and every 
hotel in Kloof was known as the ‘Kloof’ hotel whether it was the correct name or not! 
 However I have found out that Jeff Slingsby-Smith owned the Moorlands Private Hotel and that he was known 
as ‘Slingers’. This would probably be around 1960-1975. 
 The UK based family history site that I often use is called Rootschat and is a free site for members to post 
queries and hope other members have answers. 
There was some correspondence a few years back asking for answers to the whereabouts of the Kloof Hotel and 
Robert Irving Johnston. After some letters back and forward it was established that the hotel was in Kloof and 
not in Pietermaritzburg as originally thought. 
 The correspondence was then put on a back shelf for a few years until last week when Chris Slingsby-Smith re-
opened it to look for any details on his Grandfather. 
 If any more details crop up I will be happy to pass them on to you and to Chris.” 
 
And there the matter rested until last month when I bumped into Howard Cook, who owns Overdale Farm, and 
who informed me that he had found a postcard of Krantz Kloof Hotel, a copy of which he duly sent to me. 
 

 
 

This motivated me to make a concerted effort to try and find the location of this Hotel. 
My first port-of-call was “A History of Kloof, Natal” an unpublished manuscript written by Meredith Shadwell in 
the early 1980s.  On page 27 she states “After Mrs Abrey subdivided her property, several Durban families came 
to live on the Park Lane side of Kloof.  The Thorntons had a cottage on the site of the Kloof Private Hotel, now 
flats.  Next door to the Thorntons were the Craiks.  Mr Craik kept the first store, situated where the Village Road 
garage is today.”  Isabella Ann Abrey (born Field) inherited Sub K of Richmond no. 999 from her father John 
Coote Field on 29 April 1903.  The earliest subdivisions of Sub K were on both sides of Park Lane & Bellevue 
Road and it did not take me long, after consulting my subdivision map, site plan of Kloof in about 1949 and an 
aerial photograph in about 1954, to identify Lot 33 as the site of the Kloof Private Hotel (previously known as 
Krantz Kloof Hotel.  Lot 33 was transferred to Richard E Thornton on 20 July 1906 and was just over 3 acres in 
size.  Lot 33 of Sub K was later changed to Lot 1084 Kloof Township and its present address is 9 Park Lane, Kloof 
on which now stands Park Lane Mews. 

 



 
Top of Park Lane, Kloof c. 1954, showing Kloof Methodist Church and Kloof Private Hotel indicated by red arrow.  Between the Church 
and the new freeway (National Road to Pietermaritzburg) is Kloof Butchery which was owned by the father of our member, Tony 
Howarth. 

 
Unfortunately the Chairman of the Body Corporate of Park Lane Mews was not co-operative and therefore I 
have not yet been able to ascertain when the complex was built. 
Once the opportunity presents itself I will visit the Deeds Office in Pietermaritzburg and will be able to obtain a 
Land Register for the property and will then be able to make an informed opinion of when Kloof Private Hotel 
ceased to exist. 
The investigation will continue! 
 

 
We look forward to seeing you at our meeting on 6 May 2017.  PLEASE remember to book early! 


