
 

 

JANUARY 2017 NEWSLETTER 
 

CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER 
 

A happy New Year to you all!  Our Talks & Outings Co-ordinator, Jenny Sessions, has been hard at work, for 
some weeks, ensuring that we have a varied programme this year.  We have however had a problem in that 
owing to their full diary we have been unable to make a booking at Thomas More College during March & April.  
Please diarize, however, that the SA National Society is having a walking Outing at the Botanic Gardens on 6 
April at which our member, Hugh Glen, will be talking about the old trees in the Gardens.  Our members will be 
invited to attend and you will receive a formal notification a short while before-hand.  Our next Meeting will be 
on 6 May when Barbara Siedle will talk on “A Tale of Two Statues”, one of which is of the ‘Lady in White’ and the 
other of Vasco da Gama, both of whom are inextricably tied to Natal history. 
Those of you who attended the AGM in November will be aware that Chris Dobson decided not to stand again 
as our Treasurer and we are grateful to him for serving in this capacity for the past 6 years.  Tony Livingstone 
agreed to take over from Chris and I know that our funds will be in good hands.  In Tony’s position handling 
Membership, Hugh Glen has kindly volunteered his services, and we welcome him to the Committee. 
A little different from our normal talks is our first talk of the year at which Dr Estelle Liebenberg, who is 
presently working at the National Archives Repository in Pietermaritzburg, has agreed to tell us about the 
Preservation of Photographs.  This is a subject will also be of interest to many of us who enjoy either general or 
family history research.  Please note that Marie has asked that the closing time for bookings be at18h00 in 
future. 
It was with great sadness that we learnt of the tragic loss, in a diving accident, of Ken Gillings who, with his 
immense knowledge of the Natal Battlefields, will be sorely missed. Rest in peace, Ken. 
 
 

TALK AND SLIDE PRESENTATION ON 11 FEBRUARY 2017 
 

Subject: “Preservation of Photographs”. 
Speaker: Dr. Estelle Liebenberg-Barkhuizen.   
Date & time: Saturday 11 February 2017 at 14h00 (2.00 p.m.).  Please ensure that you arrive at least 15 
minutes before this time in case you have to sign-in at the gate and for the collection of meeting fees. 
Venue:   High School Staff Lounge, Thomas More College, Sykes Road, KLOOF. (directions, if needed, may 
be obtained from Marie) 
Meeting Fees: Members R15; Visitors R20; which, as usual, includes refreshments and eats.  (N.B. Please try to 
bring the correct money as no change will be given for R100 & R200 notes!) 
If you know of any friends who may be interested in joining our Society, please invite them to come along. 
R.S.V.P. to Marie Gurr on 031-7053122 (or marinev.gurr@gmail.com) by 18h00 on Thursday 9 February 2017, 
to facilitate catering.  Booking is essential as we will only put out seats for those who have given us their 
names.  If you do book and are unable to attend, please let us know in good time as otherwise you may be 
requested to pay, to cover the Society costs (catering, venue & speaker honorarium). 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS 
 

Were due w.e.f. 1 November and our thanks to those of you who have already paid.  If it has slipped your mind, 
please send the Treasurer your R30-00 as soon as you can, or pay at the upcoming meeting.  You can also make 
a direct deposit into our ABSA 32 day Call account No. 91 2843 5403. PLEASE IDENTIFY YOURSELF ON THE 
DEPOSIT SLIP SO THAT IT CAN BE CREDITED TO THE CORRECT PERSON!   Whilst we value your membership, 
regrettably in terms of the Constitution, if your Subs have not been received by 31 March, it will be assumed 
that you wish to lapse your membership and you will be removed from the database. 
 

CHANGE OF PERSONAL PARTICULARS 
 
If you move or change any of your contact details, please let us know.  You may contact us at the above address 
or email Hugh Glen at hfglen@gmail.com or phone him on 031 7621403.  If you receive your Newsletter by post 
and have an email address please inform us, as this helps to keep our costs contained. 

 

AGM IN NOVEMBER 
 

The following nominations for the Committee were elected by those present at the A.G.M. and are listed below 
together with their after hours contact numbers: 
 
Adrian Rowe – Chairman    031 7644721 
Marie Gurr – Secretary    031 7053122 
Tony Livingstone – Treasurer    084 9587097 
Jenny Sessions - Outings & Talks Co-ordinator 031 7643846 
Hugh Glen – Membership officer   031 7621403 
Allan Chandler – Public Relations   031 7641826 

 
 

REPORT-BACK FROM OUR LAST MEETING 
 

Audiovisual presentation by Theunis Eloff – Queen Victoria Was Amused 

Saturday, 5 November 2016 at Thomas More College 
From his impressive CV, read by Jenny Sessions when she introduced Theunis, it is obvious he is a staunch fan 
of everything royal and has a particular interest in Queen Victoria.  Over the years he has researched her life 
and that of her family and presented a fascinating array of photographs and quotes about her and her 
somewhat extended family, her initial connection to German aristocracy being through her mother, Princess 
Victoria of Saxe-Coburg-Saalfeld. 
The recent television series indicated she was rather short and Theunis told us she was only 4’11” tall.  An only 
child, she came to the English throne in 1837 at the age of 18 when her father, Prince Edward, Duke of Kent 
and Strathearn, died.  I think we may all have been surprised to learn Victoria was not only an accomplished 
pianist but also had an operatically-trained voice, loved to entertain and be entertained, had a delightful sense 
of humour and was something of an artist, drawing many sketches, mainly portraits it would seem. 
Although she was a stickler for protocol in public, she seems to have had a sympathetic and caring nature and 
been discreet in her private life.  She was a devoted mother, grandmother and great-grandmother who 
enjoyed babysitting and driving herself in a horse- or donkey-drawn carriage on informal visits to friends near 
Osborne, East Cowes, the official family residence, for tea. 
Theunis explained photography was relatively new in those days and to have ones portrait taken, meant having 
to stay in one position, hold a facial expression, for several minutes, which may be why there are so few 
pictures of Queen Victoria smiling!  He did, however, show us a couple of shots of the Queen looking relaxed 
and happy, certainly not dour or sour-faced as some would have us believe. 
It was an amusing, enlightening, and thoroughly enjoyable, presentation. Thank you, Theunis! 
Written by: Marie Gurr 
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The letter below was found in our Society archives and trust that you will enjoy reading it as much as I have. 
 
Extracted from Highway Historical Society Minute Book 1992 
Attached to Newsletter no.2, Sept/Oct 1992: 
Stated in Newsletter “... we enclose a copy of a letter to the Chairman from a Mr Horace Proot.  Magda has 
sent him an application form for membership and we look forward to meeting Mrs Proot.” 
 

Horace Proot, Esq. 
Post Restante 

GILLITTS, 3603 
 

Dear Sir, 
I have seen a rather large toothed, frightenly enthusiastic woman posting notices of meetings of your society 
about the area, and while I myself am of exceedingly stable mental composition, and therefore do not feel the 
need to avail myself of your services, I am sure you will be of assistance to my wife, Mabel. 
I will fill you in on my background so that the enormity of my problem will become clear, I am from very 
humble beginnings (my father was a coal-man in Liverpool) and despite poor schooling I pulled myself up by 
the boot-straps by taking every opportunity to better myself and by being sharp business-wise.  I am now very 
big in the meat business and own a not insubstantial property in the better part of Kloof, on the right side of 
the Highway.  As I say to my son Terrence who lolls about his room playing the guitar and swooning over 
photographs of women from dubious magazines, I say to him “Get out and about lad, be like me!  I know where 
my beginnings were, but look where my end is!” 
He, however, is not my immediate problem and his peculiar habits and proclivities need not concern us here. 
My problem is Mabel, my wife of 34 years. 
Some weeks ago I took delivery of a red BIRKIN 7 sports car from the chappies in New Germany, and offered 
one of my office dollies a spin in it, after we had lunched at the Durban Club. 
Full of joie de vivre, I gunned up Field’s Hill – the envy of all who saw me, when to my consternation my toupee 
took off and flopped into the road.  Not to let this mishap deter my pleasure, I roared home for a spare, to be 
met in the driveway by Mabel, arms akimbo and a look of thunder on her face. 
SHE WOULD NOT LISTEN TO REASON, SIR.  She used language and behaved in a manner quite unbefitting the 
rarefied atmosphere of Kloof, and while I am quite prepared to be understanding (she is at a certain age) I feel 
that she could only benefit from associating with like-minded people in an atmosphere of calm, being helped to 
deal with such behavioural outbursts. 
That woman who does the posters seems to be acceptably under control – although I expect she has her 
moments. 
Do you have psychologists on duty during meetings? 
Please send a list of requirements e.g. strait jackets, muzzles etc. which I shall purchase before delivering my 
wife to your next session. 
I am not short of the ready, and should you help to restrain and retrain my wife I would be prepared to be most 
generous. 
In the meantime I enclose R5 (for yourself Sir – no need to tell your committee) – more where that came from. 
EAT RED MEAT 
Yours with composure, 
Signed by H PROOT 
 
During 2016 your Chairman was approached by the Keep Kloof Beautiful Association to obtain information 
about the ‘Humpy Bridge’, the first road bridge over the railway line in Kloof.  On the next page you will see a 
photograph taken in 2012 and another taken this month showing the excellent work which the Association has 
undertaken so far.  There are plans afoot to garden on both sides of the bridge to generally beautify the area.  
Your Committee has agreed to make funds available, if required, to assist with this project.  Some or you may 
remember that your Chairman wrote an article about this bridge in our August 2012 Newsletter. 



 
Photos supplied by: Adrian M. Rowe 

 
 
 
We look forward to seeing you at our meeting on 11 February 2017.  PLEASE remember to book early! 


