
 

 

OCTOBER 2016 NEWSLETTER 
 

CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER 
 

Another year has almost gone, our A.G.M. is almost upon us and it is the time when members have the 
opportunity to decide who they would like to see running our Society’s affairs.  We do need fresh blood so 
please consider offering your services to stand on the Committee. 
At last year’s AGM your Committee proposed certain amendments to the Constitution.  One of these was 
withdrawn from the table and has now been re-drafted (see below) and you are requested to familiarize 
yourself with the new recommendation before being called upon to vote. 

 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

Date:  5 November 2016 
Time:  14h00 (2 p.m.) sharp!  Please ensure that you arrive at least 15 minutes before this time to allow 
for the collection of meeting fees &/or subs. 
Venue:  High School Staff Lounge, Thomas More College, Sykes Road, Kloof. 
The following Committee positions must be filled and alongside each are the names of those for which 
nominations have been received, however more nominations for any of these posts are welcome: 
 
Chairman   Adrian Rowe 
Secretary   Marie Gurr 
Treasurer   Tony Livingstone 
Membership Officer   
Events co-ordinator  Jenny Sessions 
Publicity   Allan Chandler 
 
As you will see, there is 1 vacant post, and anyone who would like to volunteer for any of the above positions or 
knows of a member who would be prepared to stand for election, please contact the secretary, Marie Gurr on 
031-7053122. 
 
Please note that your Committee has re-tabled an amendment to the Constitution and the Proposal is 
attached hereto.  Please read it carefully so that you can make an informed decision when requested to vote.  
In terms of the Constitution amendments may only take place at the AGM or a Special General Meeting.  A 
two thirds majority of those present is required to ratify the amendment. 
 
Those of you who receive this Newsletter by email will find a copy of the Agenda and the Minutes of the 2015 
AGM attached.  Please print them and bring them with you to the AGM as there will only be a limited supply of 
printed copies available at the meeting for those who receive their Newsletter by post. Financial accounts for 
the 2015-2016 year will be available at the AGM. 

 

 

 HIGHWAY HERITAGE SOCIETY 
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3640 KLOOF 
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TALK AND SLIDE PRESENTATION ON 5 NOVEMBER 2016 
 

Subject: “Queen Victoria was Amused”, which in view of the mini-series which is being aired on DSTV at 
present, should prove quite topical. 

Speaker: Theunis Eloff.   
Date & time: Saturday 5 November 2016 at 14h30 (2.30 p.m.) immediately after the AGM.  Visitors will 
regrettably have to bear with us during the business of the AGM before the talk and slide presentation. 
Venue:   High School Staff Lounge, Thomas More College, Sykes Road, KLOOF. (directions may be 
obtained from Marie) 
Meeting Fees: Members Free; Visitors R20; which, as usual, includes refreshments and eats.  (N.B. No change 
will be given for R100 & R200 notes!) 
If you know of any friends who may be interested in joining us, please invite them to come along. 
R.S.V.P. to Marie Gurr on 031-7053122 (or marinev.gurr@gmail.com) by 20h00 on Thursday 3 October 2016, to 
facilitate catering.  Booking is essential as we will only put out seats for those who have given us their names.  
If you do book and are unable to attend, please let us know in good time as otherwise you may be requested to 
pay, to cover the Society costs (catering, venue & speaker honorarium). 

 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
 

Please remember that Subs are due w.e.f. 1 November.  You can also make a direct deposit into our ABSA 32 
day Call account No. 91 2843 5403. PLEASE IDENTIFY YOURSELF ON THE DEPOSIT SLIP SO THAT IT CAN BE 
CREDITED TO THE CORRECT PERSON! 
If you decide not to renew your membership it would be appreciated if you would notify the Society. 
Your Committee has recommended that the Subs remain at R30 per annum per person/couple. 

 
CHANGE OF PERSONAL PARTICULARS 

 
If you move or change any of your contact details, please let us know.  You may contact us at the above address 
or email Tony Livingstone at tonylivstone@gmail.com or phone him on 0849587097.  If you receive your 
Newsletter by post and have an email address please inform us, as this helps to keep our costs contained. 

 

REPORT-BACK FROM OUR LAST MEETING 

Audiovisual presentation by Duncan du Bois – Sugar And Settlers 
Saturday, 17 September 2016 at Thomas More College 
 
More than 40 Highway Heritage Society members and visitors were entertained with an informative audiovisual 
presentation by Duncan du Bois when he introduced his latest book, Sugar and Settlers, a definitive study of 
history on the Natal south coast from 1850 to 1910. 
A retired history teacher and the fifth generation descendant of a Byrne settler, Duncan obviously has a passion 
for unravelling the past.  His book, in three comprehensive parts, is based on his Ph.D. dissertation which was 
accepted by the University of Kwa-Zulu-Natal in 2014. He was allowed access to archives held in 
Pietermaritzburg (1 500 boxes of largely unpublished material, records, petitions, handwritten reports), 58 
years of issues of The Mercury (some on micro film), documents housed at Killie Campbell Museum and papers 
from various other sources.  
Duncan said he wanted to give all these records a new audience, a new life and he has definitely been more 
than successful in this, publishing a fascinating study encompassing early pioneers – the challenges they faced 
and the tenacity they needed to survive - the gradual economic development of the region, transport (a catalyst 
being the development of the south coast railway), travel (access across some 26 rivers), agriculture, the 
introduction of the hospitality industry, politics (of course!), legislation and the colonization of Africans and 
Indians.  
The book is peppered with old photos for additional interest and his meticulous research has resulted in a most 
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enjoyable read which concludes with a lengthy bibliography, a detailed index and three appendices: 
employment of indentured Indians by the leading sugar planters on the South Coast during the period of 
indenture; directories of male inhabitants in Scottburgh, Umtwalumi and Umzumbi (Natal Directory 1908), and 
Alfred and Alexandra counties (Natal Almanac and Register 1878); shipping movements to and from Durban, 
1880-1902.  

 

 
PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO 

CONSTITUTION OF 
HIGHWAY HERITAGE SOCIETY 

PREAMBLE. 
 
The proposal under Clause 11, Dissolution, is to ensure that if the Society is faced with closure, the assets 
should be transferred to a worthy cause, which will not squander the Society’s assets.  This proposal has been 
motivated as a result of a member querying the existing clause. 
 
CLAUSE 11. DISSOLUTION 
 
Presently reads: “Dissolution of the Society will be on the recommendation of the Executive Committee 
together with a majority vote by members at an Annual General Meeting. 
On dissolution, any assets and artifacts remaining, after accounting to members for them, will be distributed to 
the Mariannhill Mission Museum or Pinetown Museum.”  
 
It is proposed that Clause 11 be deleted in its entirety and the new Clause 11 will read as follows: 
 
CLAUSE 11. DISSOLUTION 
The Society may only be dissolved: 
11.1 If at least TWO THIRDS of the members present and voting at a General Meeting of Members, 

convened for the purpose of considering such matters, are in favour of Dissolution 
11.2 Not less than TWENTY ONE days notice shall be given of such meeting and the notice convening the 

meeting shall clearly state that the question of dissolution of the Society and disposal of its Assets 
will be considered. 

11.3 If there is not a quorum at such a General Meeting, the Meeting shall stand adjourned for not less 
than SEVEN days, and Members attending such an adjourned Meeting shall constitute a quorum. 

11.4 If upon dissolution of the Society, there remain any assets whatsoever after the satisfaction of its 
debts and liabilities, such assets shall not be paid to or distributed among its members, but shall be 
given to an organisation or organizations with similar interests as the Highway Heritage Society. 

11.5 The Executive Committee shall guide and make recommendations to members at such a General 
Meeting as to which organisation/organisations could be considered for the disbursement of the 
Society’s assets.  The members attending the General Meeting shall vote and make the final decision 
by a simple majority as to where the assets will be disbursed. 

 
LADY IN WHITE 

 

Topical at the moment is the bronze memorial statue to Perla Siedle Gibson (known as the Lady in White) 
which was removed recently from its position on ‘T’ jetty next to the Port offices.  It was almost impossible for 
the public to gain access, because it was within the restricted Durban harbour precinct.  It has now been moved 
to the Maritime Museum next to the Esplanade and there will be a talk and official unveiling on Friday 28 
October to invited guests by Perla’s granddaughter, Mary Gibson.  It is hoped that in due course the statue will 
be moved to the new North Pier and placed in the vicinity where Perla used to sing to the servicemen on the 
passing troopships. 
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For those members who are not familiar with the story, Perla Gibson was trained as an opera singer in London 
and during World War II her parents, like other Durban families, hosted serviceman who were passing through 
Durban on their way to North Africa and the Far East.  Legend has it that one of these men, an Irish seaman, 
was departing from Durban harbour and shouted from the ship “sing something Irish”.  She complied and sang 
“When Irish eyes are Smiling” to the delight of those on board.  As a result of this, she decided to entertain the 
men on every arriving and departing troopship and would stand on North Pier dressed in a white dress and red 
hat, holding a megaphone, and would sing songs such as “Land of Hope and Glory” and “There’ll always be an 
England”. 
Her songs proved to be a fantastic morale booster for the troops who passed through Durban and her fame 
spread quickly and was reported on in the English press. 
She died in 1971 and in 1972 a bronze plaque, which was donated by the men of the Royal Navy, was unveiled 
in her memory on North Pier.  The Statue, next to the Ocean Terminal was unveiled by Queen Elizabeth II in 
1995. 
 
We look forward to seeing you at our meeting on 5 November 2016.  PLEASE remember to book early! 


