
 

 

APRIL 2016 NEWSLETTER 
 

CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER 
 

It gives me great pleasure to inform you that we have been able to fit in an extra talk this year and our particular 
thanks to Dr Robert Eales for being prepared to give his presentation to us during a very busy schedule during his 
visit to South Africa from Sydney, Australia.  See below for the notice of the meeting.  We already have some 
bookings and members of the South African National Society will be joining us, so please book early.  Numbers 
will be limited to 55 and if you have not booked there is a strong possibility that you will be turned away!  This 
Newsletter has purposely been sent out early to give everyone a chance to book for what promises to be an 
interesting talk. 
Marie has asked me to appeal to members to volunteer for cleaning-up duties in the kitchenette after meetings.  
Provided sufficient people volunteer their services we will have a roster to spread the duties throughout the year.  
PLEASE contact me or Marie to volunteer.  We do not expect those who prepare the seating or do the catering to 
help with the washing-up, and it is not fair that the same people have to do the job at every meeting! 
On a sad note, Father Henry Rattering, of Mariannhill Monastery, died earlier this month.  He had agreed to lead 
our members on a tour of the Monastery in June “provided that he was still alive”, which, chillingly, turns out to 
have been rather prophetic!  He had been resident at the Monastery for many years and will be fondly 
remembered by many of us. 
If anyone has any articles which are suitable for use in future Newsletters please let me have them, as it is 
difficult to do the job single-handedly.  This month you will note that Marie has kindly supplied a précis of the talk 
at the last meeting. 
 

TALK AND SLIDE PRESENTATION ON 7 MAY 2016 
 

Subject: The Compassionate Englishwoman: Emily Hobhouse in the Boer War, the author’s introduction. 
Speaker: Dr Robert Eales. 
Date & time:  Saturday 7 May 2016 at 14h00 (2.00 p.m.) Please ensure that you arrive at least 15 minutes before 
this time in case you have to sign-in at the gate and for the collection of meeting fees. 
Venue:   High School Staff Lounge, Thomas More College, Sykes Road, KLOOF. (directions may be obtained 
from Marie) 
Meeting Fees: Members R15; Visitors R20; which, as usual, includes refreshments and eats.  (No change will be 
given for R100 & R200 notes!) 
If you know of any friends who may be interested in joining us, please invite them to come along. 
R.S.V.P. to Marie Gurr on 031-7053122 (or marinev.gurr@gmail.com) by 20h00 on Thursday 5 May 2016, to 
facilitate catering.  Booking is essential as we will only put out seats for those who have given us their names.  
If you do book and are unable to attend, please let us know in good time as otherwise you may be requested to 
pay, to cover the Society costs (catering, venue & speaker fee). 

 

The Compassionate Englishwoman: Emily Hobhouse in the Boer War 
 

The year 1900 is an era in which few women made a mark on their time.  Emily Hobhouse was an exceptional 
person who did. This courageous woman went to southern Africa during the Boer War to investigate stories that 
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women and children were having a difficult time in the conflict.  With considerable difficulty she threaded her 
way through the war, all on her own and undaunted by the danger.  What she found was very disturbing. 
She privately urged the authorities to act, first in southern Africa, then in Britain – to no avail.  As civilian deaths 
increased, her campaign escalated.  But the government did not want anyone to hear her story and they made 
life very difficult for her.  In the meantime, what she had discovered on the veld turned into a major tragedy.  
Eventually, her work saved many lives. 
If she were alive today, Hobhouse’s courageous and committed work would be acclaimed around the world.  The 
book reveals a slice of history as it has not been told before and gives this remarkable woman the credit she is 
due but never received in her lifetime. 
 
We have taken steps to ensure that copies of The Compassionate Englishwoman: Emily Hobhouse in the Boer War 
are available for purchase at the meeting, and Dr Eales will be able to sign your copy after the meeting.  The listed 
price is R280. 

NEW MEMBERS 
 

We would like to welcome new member Carina James to our Society and wish her a long and happy association 
with us. 

CHANGE OF PERSONAL PARTICULARS 
 
If you move or change any of your contact details, please let us know.  You may contact us at the above address 
or email Tony Livingstone at tonylivstone@gmail.com or phone him on 031-4631160.  If you receive your 
Newsletter by post and have an email address please inform us, as this helps to keep our costs contained. 

 

REPORT-BACK FROM LAST NEETING 
 

Jaws Of Ice - 9 April, 2016 
Steve Camp gave an informative and at times very amusing account of his climb on Mt McKinley to an eager 
audience of over 50 people. It was in the summer of 1996 that he and two colleagues set off up the West 
Buttress, the most popular route, to the summit of the highest mountain in Alaska, America, now renamed 
Denali. (He has an incredible CV, having discovered a "love of adventure" when he was a Scout.) 
 
Mount McKinley National Park spans a massive six million acres, only 1 200 climbing licences are granted each 
year and a light aircraft (operating like a taxi) takes 30 minutes to reach camp at the base of a glacier.  Steve, Ian 
and Tony allowed themselves 10 days to summit, had to adapt to almost 24 hours of daylight each day and each 
had to carry 70-80kgs of equipment, some of it on a sledge. They were roped together when walking to protect 
them from falling into a crevasse hidden below the snow and "overnighting" in their tent sounded an arduous 
business as it could take them an hour to an hour-and-a-half to dress/undress, boil snow to get water to add to 
their mainly dehydrated food and make hot drinks! 
 
As it turned out, on the final day of the climb, the intrepid three took 18 hours to summit and return to top camp. 
Fortunately they were generally lucky with the weather, only experiencing one whiteout and having to stay in 
their tent for 12 hours during high winds. Steve said temperatures at that time of year are just below zero, but 
may go down to minus 20 with wind chill and you must constantly be careful with your footing because of the 
snow and ice and the steepness of the slopes in some areas. 
 
Amazingly, with energy to spare, Steve, Ian and Tony ended their trip with a week kayaking on the fiord near 
Anchorage!!  
 
 
We look forward to seeing you at our meeting on 7 May 2016.  PLEASE remember, to book early! 
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